



































TOT ( r 
. i} - 
) id f YW iy ohh t 
/ Bray 
\/t Sat 
MATL LU \ 
VOLITICAL 
fun Mahomedan 
aeN ] 
vor yeh na had a 
' the ea (y THC 
1, fo 1) 
WhOSe Tall ha 
race, and 
recs of milho 
ver, peoples and 
hay Ne entirely 
BR, 7 
MeMor1e ror 
Trace I ces, ¢ 
habitan of the world, t 
Y | w fro’ the rast 
can draw trom the past 


future. 


dd 
Woric 


i 





1 r ( 
| | 
! 
RS NAN 
L [ q 
D 
WISE A 
ti i ( 
rise and 
ih C 
religt 
eCL Ol 
reli@ior 
} 
SUC ULL 
risin 
CPT 
ehy 
n ruling 
L, 
to a loft 











AL LUL 
r 
f ont \ 
Pai. ) 
Ap 
ni 
i 

















] ( troy 
I 
us 
-_ ] 
L eine i 
SE, i} 
Hall find t 
th | pl 
L J 
































keep all intrud 
the J ] tic 
mu dy 
pines eir reli 
WV this elem: nt 
ew ’ eed 
that ntual 

: 
ten of the twelve 
had inited 
revolted at 
of union was the 











rely L 
ror Assyria 
’ vil 
ants were carrie. 0 
. 7 
ten no on ic 
J 
left, and whose capi 
in than 
carried to | 
Sree lth 
of the V C 























} ea t once struc 





























ON i Miss 








;00n 
it 
is t 
th 

W 











Lhe 









































lasted 
seem now a 
AP one 
lad and 
7 . Im th 
' 9 a] 
On 
e yI nen Oi 
I le) 
arc) ; 1 fj ihe nation y 
; } } out to forei 
LLG the a L 
} 7° had passed a 
] L : ae (1 7 
7 srine ld 
; ' Gl 
1 va T tumult 
7 1 ort OL tk 
{ ter rm 
yy t 
the rule of th 
f 7 lf Lt UT Ver 7 L' 




















arbaritie | 
most inert j 
5 opnel 
Of his d r 

OTe 
lowecl a perioc 
n cong 

ahs 

T 

rep This vy 
emse ; \ 
upon with 

hi : COL 


























itiona 


y] 
I 


hh 


























whi 
turn 
i€ 
it 
1 se 
‘ i 
1 
ve bi 













OY 








party PILI ft, 





enind them th 
rpetrat 








( | 

tap ¢ 

mm, the va l 
Clik TU. L [ 
aus 

deal r 




































oo 
UD) 
ut 
nen [ of invasion — “~ 
jusand Herbers who formed ae 
by elivhteen thousand 
ym forc 5 Y 
1 } { 
WoO unaer IVa 
1 (1) 1e tf 
tlanity iid in reali a 
1 
t t iil 1th ] [ 
rung Wp 
ne aer L bnat hatth 








fe; 
re 





vn 











mquered during the 









1 of 
in remain “l under that 
the Ummaya took place 

arful ma ensued 

eaped t he w 
ae 








nongst our 1 








bell Qn re 7 





















































I l ir 
] 7 
ro | hort tin 1 L 
‘ . 4) 
) ] ] ne were too much one r 
. ad 
7 . ’ ( 
into 3 ) ( CeSSOr Wa: 
who 7 if peopl 1 [ Ti 
: \ 1, ( 
} On 1 14 
an a ie pr c 
Ey ’ . * 
nothne bers menites, an 
f r : 
1 1 Vv) lers, but wit 
too wed t Wy namely I 
| ] 1 ] } 
i , and by m 1) 
1 mM iT r ‘ , 
} ut volt ac Cu L 
t vinees made tl | 






















man I I Shanes a the throne, ike ae had eit dan- 
-gerous enemies, and their ruler, Ordond I1., had invaded 
Andalusia and levied “ black mail ” from the city of Bada- 
joz, not very distant from Cordova itself. Against this 
foe the Caliph marched in person, and at the battle of the 
Vale of Reeds inflicted upon them a crushing defeat. It 
was after this victory that he assumed the title of Caliph, z 
and, as such, ruled for thirty years longer. Before half of 

this period had elasped, the Christians had recovered them. 

selves, and in 939 their king Ramiro was able to inflict 





a tremendous defeat upon Abdur Raman himself at Alhen- i : 
dega. Fifty thousand Mahomedans are said to have fallen in ¥ 
oe this battle, and the Caliph escaped with bare life, followed 
ie by less than 50 horsemen. Quarrels and dissensions amongst a 
ae the Christians prevented them from following up this ils 


victory and subsequently the Caliph made peace with them 
7 and received the king of Navarre at his court, and with his 
ae, own army helped to replace the exiled King of Leon on the 
‘throne. It was under this ruler, known as the “ Great 
Caliph,” that the Moorish power in Spain was at its height. 
_ Mr. Lane Poole says :—“ Neyer was Cordova so rich and 
prosperous as under his rule ; never was Andalusia so well 
oultivated, so teeming with the gifts of nature, brought to 
sat perfection by the skill and industry of man : never was the 
state so triumphant over disorder, or the power of the law 
more widely felt and respected. Ambassadors came to pay 
him court from the Emperor of Constantinople, from the 
‘ings of Vrance, of German, and Italy.” Abdur Raman’s 
d ce ee was: ane: a scholar than a soldier or a 
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‘teath circumstances sedated with brought toes as 


of things similar to those which we have alluded to as Te- i 
gards the Caliphs of Bagdad. A long regency threw the 


power into the hands of the young Caliph’s Prime Minister, 
Almansor, who, in a short time, made himself supreme, and 
the real Caliph became'a mere cipher in his hands. The 
Caliph was left in the zenana, and his Prime Minister 
governed in his place, 


On the death of Almansor in 1002, after a singularly 
victorious career, anarchy broke out in Mahomedan Spain. 
For eighty years, Andalusia was torn to pieces by jealous 
chiefs and quarrelsome tyrants, Moors, Arabs, Slave and 
Spaniards. There were rival Caliphs and upstart kings, The 
force first raised to protect the person of the Caliph, ‘the 


Slavs, now used their sovercigns as pieces on a chess board. 


Abdur Raman’s own son, Hisham, was imprisoned | with his 
only child, a little girl, in a foul and filthy vault of ‘the great 


mosque. Here they were left without food, and all that the er: 


head of the great Mahomedan nation of Spain cared to ask 
for was a little bread and a lantern to give him light. This 
anarchy was ofcourse taken advantage of by the Christ ans, 
whose power now began rapidly to increase. Alfonso unit- 
ed the three kingdoms of Asturia, Leon and Castille under 
his rule, and actually marched an army down to the south- 
ernmost point of Spain, where at the pillars of Hercules he 
fulfilled his vow of bathing in the sea, At this stage the 


Moors of Spain called for help from their co-eligionists in — 


Africa. The help came in the persons of the Almorarides, 
a Berber tribe, and though they were successful in restor- 
ing peace, they kept the country for themselves, “When 


Yusuf died, in 1102, almost the whole of Mahomedan Spain Sata 


was a province of the African Empire of the Almorarides, 


After his death, however, the Berbers left in Spain soon m4 











c ‘. 
called Abdu} Mum 

I stru le between the 

st which was to end in the 

forn Tn the last year of the eleventh 

094) the Cid conquered Valencia and established 

ag. From this time the decay of the Mahome- 

pain was merely a question of time, The .Almo- 

| what was left to them from Africa, and the Mus- 


rinces left in Spain were all at enmity with each other, 


ty fell into the hands of the Christians, the — Ns 
were driven out of Spain, and at last the only 
e great Peninsula left under Mahomedan rule 


“ofias ‘the k ngdom of Granada. (1238) The end was now 


= 
— 


“near. Even then the small remnant left was still further 


ned by internal quarrels and dissensions, and the final 
of Granada was mainly brought about by the want of. 
amongst the Mahomedans. The inevitable result 


followed. Tn 1491, after a rule of nearly geight hundred — 


years, last Mahomedan king Boabdil rode out of his 


ada, gave up the keys to his conqueror Ferdinand, 
ytake a last look at his beloved city, and 
1 ‘ent away into exile. The spot is still known 
last sigh of the Moor,” and with this sigh 
ical histc y of the Mahomedans in Spain ceased. ha 
og age is Pes eae at? 


an ere 
i Sad t-1 













_ “sick man,” and its speedy dissolution has been prophesied. ies 
But the sick i warwith Russia 
ck man is not dead yet,and the last war with Ri 


most marvellous in the world, and bears iam 

teristics as the histories of the rise and decline of : 
other Mahomedan kingdoms, At the commencs rent there 
is a career of univorsal.conquest. ‘Their armies carry every. 
thing before them, and it seems as if the world will be at 
their feet. But the same factors were at work amongst the 
Turks as we have noticed in other Mahomedan races, Proud ; 
of their own successes, thoy would not learn from others, _ 
and considered it beneath their dignity to take advantage — 1 
of the improvements which were continually being discover- = 
ed in other countries. The old spirit of insubordination ; 
and jealousy ‘was also at work, and led to acts of terrible a 
cruelty and bloody reprisals. Learning, which had been a ‘ 
patronized by the early Sultans of the honse of Othman, : ; 
was neglected, and nothing was done to keep pace with the “ i! 
growth of knowledge which was rapidly spreading over | 
£urope. In the middle of the 16th century, under Solyman 
the Magnificent, the power of the Turkish empire was at its 
height. The Turkish alliance was courted both byFranceand 
by England, and the Emperor of Germany was willing to | 
sign himself the brother of the Grand Vizier, and, therefore, — a 
the inferior of the Sultan. The whole of Europe was ie ag 
fear of the Turkish power, and at one time it seemed as if i, 
there would beno limit to its spread. But with the death 
of Solyman, the decline commenced, and it has continued to 
the present Way. For nearly three hundred years almost : 
every decade has seen the armies of Turkey defeated, and 
province after provinee torn away from her. For nearly two 
hundred years the Ottoman Empire has been known as- the: 
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showed that he still possesses a very considerable amou 
vitality. The improvement that has taken place is duo 


reforms initiated by the Sultan Mahmoud in the ¢ 
ment of this century, Hesaw that the existence: 
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| th fe ee the hawt as the proper weapons ae 
in warfare by his followers. Whilst other nations 
hat only by discipline could an army be made effec- 


aoe tive, t ‘the Turkish Janissaries refused to submit to any dis- 


cipline ‘whatsoever. ‘The celebrated French military writer, 
the Chevalier Folard, attributed the defeats of the Turkish 
armies in the early part of the eighteenth century almost 
entirely to their neglect in not availing themselves of the 

: improvements — that had been made in the weapons of war. 
in his opinion (says Sir Edward Creasy) it was the bayo- 
net that had given the Christians their victories over the 
Moslems. Again, when at the end of the last century the 
“Sultan endeavoured to-organize a new service of Artillery, 


. established on.the French system, the Janissaries absolute- agit Sree ) 


“ealy, and pens, refi Lain to i the arms, or to learn the 
cased reforms which Mahmoud 


4 pee by ison force. iva of blood were shed 
_ before the power of the Janissaries could be broken, and 
old institutions and traditions be destroyed. Whether 


since continued, will be sufficient torevive 
“Empire is a question for the future. Many 


ons a of opinion that they are little better than the 
of galvinising @ corpse, and some think that 


¢ Mahmoud, and faborsn} Sultans, bate. 


dianaetig “te lingering: sparks of vitality wi 

able to replace them by new life, — The fact 

the time of Solyman up to the commencement, 

tury, a period of more than 200 years, the Du 

had been standing. still, whilst all other Europea 

were making rapid progress. 

must necessarily decline, In the wie part of ‘the sixteenth 
cia the peeshsis coke of be ae bis Reformatio 


‘a natin Miata ee of {these opportunities, and whe: 


ruler awoke to the fact that reforms were i 
it was too late. Turkey at present owes | ry 7 
ence, not to her own, strength, but to the : 
to her by the Western nations of Europe, yaar 
allow Russia to come to Constantinople. H 
will last remains to be seen. In the meantime we find in d 
her decline the sane causes at work as we have seen else= 
where. They are pride, religious bigotry, andi i eo a 
cord. 

It is not my intention to give a lengthy historica ie I 
of the career 6f the Mahomedans in India , since 


find any signs ofa permanent empire and 
established. Byen the rulers of Ghazni, t] 
_ invading India, did not attempt any perman 
tions. They ‘confined themselves to. at 

§ heathen, a and when ‘they had gai ough 

















5 e Mahomedans in India was 
y vapid. Their arms spread in every direction, and 
_ when compelling the Hindu kingdoms to retreat towards 
£ _ the South, outpost Viceroyalties were established to pre 
a which rapidly grew into vassal, though almost 
independent, kingdoms. In this way arose the kingdoms of 
Golconda, of Bijapur and ultimate! y of the Carnatic. Under 
Akhbar, the empire of India may be said to have reached its 
highest point of prosperity. The character of this Prince 
_ is probably unrivalled in history, for wisdom, toleration, and 
_ at the same time, firmness, He knew how to draw to him- 
: self the affections and the loyalty of the Hindu Rajas. Even 
the proudest of the Rajput Princes did not refuse an alliance 
with the Mahomedan Emperor, and sent their daughters to 
_ become his wives. Recognizing the remarkable adminis- 
trative gifts of the Hindus, Akbar employed them freely in 
the internal management of the empire. We intrusted all 
utters of revenue and finance to them, and no emperor was 
tter served. His court was the most brilliant that India 
Ss seen. It was the resort of learned and scientific men 
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draces were treated with equal respect. * It is almost 

ible to guess what might have been the fate of India 
there been a succession of emperors like Akbar. Not 
would the empire have been firmly welded together, 
it is extremely probable that, in the course of time, one 
h and one- religion, whatever that religion may haye 

would have prevailed from the Himalayas to Cape 
‘in. B r 








it the emperors who succeeded Akbar were 
stamp. _ Disintegrating forces were already at 
the process of decay had commene Jealousies 
gdoms, and not only 

mong themselves, but they en- 

















all, the Imperial house was divided a 


~ or’s family, and the greed of power led 


- Lieutenants appointed to govern them were continually trying 


om all parts of the world, and representatives of all creeds — 


_ sons and grandsons engaged in a fratricidal war for 


___ last the struggle for empire was over, there was only as 
portion of that empire left over which torule, Tn 
* ‘South, the Nawab of Arcot exercised independent powe 

_ Hyderabad, our Asaph Jab had estab 


“has lasted in increasing prosperity to the p 


Lucknow was the capital of | 











deavoured to shake off the imperial 


i é is paeah Eee 
was continually at work amongst the prince 






ricide. Under Aurargzebe, whose 
than fifty years, the progress towards the ineviti 
more rapid. Aurangzebe’s long reign was on 








medans as well as Hindus. Ground down by the Emperor 8 
bigotry and harshness, the Mahrattas, from a small tribe 
robbers, gradually grew into a nation. One after another | 
the vassal Mahomedan kingdoms were conquered; but the 





to assert their own independence. The Emperor's ownsons 
were in constant revolt : one was sent in golden fetters all F | 
the way from Gingee in the far South, to Delhi int t he 
North. Nominally, however, the rule of the Emperor of 
Delhi extended over the whole peninsula. His slipper was 4 
carried in state on the back of an elephant, and Hindu 
princes were expected to show homage to this sign of royal- 
ty. But as soon as the death of Aurangzebe occurred, 
came the explosion of all these discordant elements nicl 
called into existence by the stern’ policy of the late e ip 
or, had been with difficulty controlled by him, Aurar gzebe’s” 
power. 


Whilst this was going on, the governors of provinces, and 
the Hindu Rajas, left to their own devices, were able to do aa 
whatever seemed to be good in their own eyes, and when 
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» tribute fei almost ‘every 
mide all this ee of nival core 


aanndae 4 the or Enipaigs ‘capital 


“The result of each occupation was the 


if the treasures which had been the wonder 
» until at ale Gholam pean after siti 


bo 


is ce — a liaise Moxie: W aah have ruled at 
Hindu rule would haye replaced that of the 
It is probably to the intervention of the 

“that we owe our very existence as a people in 
Sota out- gumietod by the Hindus i ~ 


falls there aight hans been as ow traces of our re 


oc 
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‘trace Y Miumae ‘tule bt ieee 

This has lasted for nearly ninety years, an t the pr 
moment, the condition of the Mahomeda: in ye [a 
Hrenidaneys is pr obalily lower than that of any ot 


most abject ee a They are ignorant anivatgerile fie, 


-grossest superstitions. Fallen out of the race, they haye 
lagged far behind, and have not even the energy to put 


forward any exertion to recoyer the place they haye lost. 
Oudh, too, has disappeared as a kingdom, and, however we — 
may regret the extinction of this ancient State, , there ) can 
be no doubt that the anarchy and misrule of its latest rulers 
made the interference of the English absolutely necessary. 
Hyderabad is the only large kingdom that remains. ‘There 
the condition of the Mahomedans is somewhat better than it 
is in the rest of India. The principal wealth and power is 
in the hands of Mahomedans, and, as a bitees ee 1 
looked up to by the people. ‘ 





Bes, must necess y increase the intellectual capacity of the 
; student. The only miracle that Mahomed claimed was 

, In order fully to understand and appre- 
ed book it is necessary to read it in the origi- 
‘translation, however good, can do justice to its 
[ohh language. The marvel is, and always will be, 
: that a man like Mahomed, who had had but few advantages 
of education, at a time known as the golden age of Arabic 
literature, could have (without divine inspiration) written 
ity: a style which has not only been never surpassed, but 
which in subsequent times has never been even approach- 
‘ -ed, and should have produced a work which is full of in- 
ig “ducements and encouragements towards the acquisition of 
knowledge and the employment of the intellectual gifts be- 
edupon men, The students of this magnificent literary 
uction. were not, however, a few scattered, individuals, 
hole nation, and it can therefore be at once imagin- 
rw great was the impulse given to intellectual thought 
ngst Mahomed’s followers. The first step was to 
ct the whole of the many Suras which Mahomed had 
ted from time to time. Then ensued a period during 
deavours were made to comprehend and expound 
ning. In the same way as in India the Vedas, 
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production, and the study of this book by a whole nation 
gaye at once 4 religious tendency to their intellectual ihe 
efforts, in the same way as the practice of its doctrines 
gave a religious element to the political career of Mahom- 
edans. Then there followed a collection of the Ahades or 
sayings of the Prophet. In these what is chiefly remark- 
able is the difference in the literary style from that of the a, ‘ 
Koran. These sayings are recorded in the ordinary manner 
in which Mahomed spoke, whereas the Suras of the Koran 
were produced in moments of inspiration. This alone i is 
sufficient to satisfy us Mahomedans of the divine origin of 
the Koran. The next step was the collection of social laws 
and of all other matters connected with religion. Thus it 
will be seen that the first impulse.given to literary and in- 
tellectual progress was due entirely to the new religion. 

Politically and intellectually the foundation was a religious 
one. This religion, however, was remarkable for its ardour | 
and its energy. It was like the introduction of fresh blood 
into a worn-out and effete system, and so we find the same 
marvellous progress in intellectual matters as we have 
already noticed in the political career. In both fields the 
first period was one of rapid and universal conquest. 





The Arab nation thus educated came into contact with» 
the crumbling remains of Christianity, It is ‘true that — 
the culminating disgrace of the Roman Church did not 
occur till some time later, but on every side Christianity — 
seemed to be in its last throes. Despite their enthusiasm 
for their own religion the Arab conquerors soon largely 
assimilated the ancient civilization with which they were et 
brought into contact. They are aceused of having caused oe * 
the Alexandrian library to be burnt, though the charge 1 co 
by n0 means proved, but it is certain that when en soon 
afterwards Cyprus was taken, the contents of the : 
library were distributed amoneyh se Rana. 
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8 first devoted th 









ost all of the Arab philosophers, were first of all 
and the medical schools were the centres of learn- 
it 18 extraordinary how this activity for the acquisi- 
of knowledge spread amongst the people. We read 
i of numerous men who when they travelled took with them 
hundreds of camels laden with books, and of some indeed 
Who refused advancement because they could not incur 
iy the expense of transportiug their vast libraries, and would 
not be separated from i. sir books. In this way it may be 
‘said that while the whole of the European civilization was in 
“a a state of decay the Arabs became the guardians of ancient 
aici learning. Draper rightly remarks “ that when Europe was 
_ hardly more enlightened than Caffraria is now the Sara- 
; eens were cultivating and eyen creating science, Their 
triumphs in philosophy, mathematics, astronomy, chemistry 
and medicine, proved to be more glorious, more durable 
and therefore more important than their military actions 
had been.” FE 


was followed by the Mahomedans in Spain. Cordove, 
t seat of their Goyernment, in a short timo became the 
Te 1O8.. ‘uropean learning, and the store-house of its 
ks. The Khalif Alakhem’s library was so large, says 
that the mere catalogue filled forty volumes. Not 

a learning cultivated, but every kind of art and 
with the exception of sculpture and of painting the 


is needless for me to dwel 


It is needless for upon the 
hitectural skill which were raised, and some 
i ties of Spain. Everywhere as 


tion and civilization gained 


y and Astrology. Medi- 


Sey « rs ; 
ee. favourite Science, and it was in 
of medicine that other sciences were taught 





The example set by the Arabs in their native -eountry. ‘t 
i * fee a eee ie 
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hot aroused themselves. We have not advanced one s 






every city a library was established. W ere | 
_ existed lie was eagerly sought for, and it is related that th 
_ Caliph Almaimon wrote to the Emperor Theophilus o 
hin a hundred weight of gold and perpetual peace if 
he would for a short time lend him the services of 


the Mathematician, which offer, however, was oe 
Tt is only of late years that the debt whic h 

modern science owes to the Mahomedans of Arabia 

and of Spain is being acknowledged aud no writer 


refused. 


has done more in this direction than has Draper in his 
book on the intellectual development of Europe. It is from 
their contact with the Arabs during the crusade that Buro- 
pean nations brought back with them the science and 
learning which we had preserved from them. It was 
indeed time that they did so, for now began the period of 
our decline. In the same way as our civilization advanc- 


ed with our arms so did it decline together with our politic 
cal power. The Caliph of Bagdad had long been a mere 
cipher, and the Mahomedan rule in Spain was approaching 
its end. In Turkey the Turks were becoming a great na- 


. . i ae + 
tion, but under Turkish rule there never seems to have 


been much progress in learning. The decline of Mahom- © 
edan civilization may be said to date from the expulsion — 


of the Moors from Spain. From that time we have made 


into a state of lethargy from-which for 600 years they have 
and the nations who borrowed from us our learning 
now left us far behind. But, we will not recognize 
fact, and we soem to think that because 709 years ago 
were in advance of the world as regards learning 
must be so now, and that our old authors a 
"superior to anything a modern “ kafir” ean 


ee “~ > =, 






















ho progress. Our learning has remained in the condition — ; 
it then was in. Our ancient books are forgotten, and exist 
for the most part in European libraries. With their fall Ba 


trom political power the Mahomedans seem to have fallen a i" 
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0 er emin nt may have bee the loarning 
He ence of our ancient authors, ‘the pe a as 


lave Sekek mentioned that previous to our decline 
- ‘the European nations, by coming into contact with us 
acquired: ‘a great deal of that knowledge which we had pee 
_ served from the ancients. It is fortunate for the world 
5 that they did so, for if we had taken with us all the learn- 
ing that we had acquired, it seems probable that mankind 
generally would havo benefited very little by it, for though 
swe started on so splendid a basis we haye for 700 years 
done nothing to add to or advance the learning we 


. acquired. 


Had the possession of knowledge been confined to us, 
what would the world have known of the power of steam 

; a the use of iron, and of the marvellous qualities of aides 
tricity + A thousand years ago the Mahomedans were the 
only people. who knew anything about astronomy. Can 
any of you tell me the name of a single Mahomedan as- 
~ tronomer who, during the last five hundred years, has dis- 

: eanaeed anew star or anew planet ? Our Physicians and our 





i me doctors were powerless to ait 
doc 1 ae health 
oo Ceeur de Lion, it was a Mahomedan doctor gent 
ea n the Chivalrous, vein cured him of his disease, 







ed ans at fie present moment: who 
ful to consult a European doctor, much 
and who | are ( content to ‘study 








































in the books of authors who have been dead a tho 
years. It is this living in the Past, this too exclusive, ' too < 
superstitious, pride in the deeds of our ancestors, that has 
caused us to be outstripped by other peoples. Not so h, 
it been with the Hindu. The Hindu also has a glorious 
past. It was the ancestors of the Hindu who first con- 
quered this great peninsular ; it was the ancestors of the 
Hindu who left behind a literature which excites the", ag 
interest of learned men everywhere. But the Hindu has = 
not rested content with the relics of the past: as soon aS _ 
the advantages of learning were offered to him, he was ba 
at once ready to seize them and to make the most of them. = 
"Bigoted and exclusive though he is in religion, the Hindu : 
does not allow religious scruples to interfere with the ac- _ 
quisition of knowledge. The Brahmin will not only sit on 
the same college bench as the Sudra, but he 1 go | 
through his course of lectures in a Christian school, where 
Christianity is openly taught, and where the Bible forms 
one of the subjects of study. The consequence is "that, 
quite unnecessarily, we have allowed the Hindu to outstrip — 
ug in the intellectual race ; and now-a-days it: i intellect 


that rules the world. a soh 
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‘0 “otn PorittoaL Anp Inruntecrvat, Ducurwe. 
ae ‘ We.have now sketched the rise and decline of our 
civilization, and it is necessary to examine into some of i 
causes. which led to the latter. You will perhaps sa ‘ 
“What is the good of asking for causes? Tt was G ve 
will that our nation should decline, an: oe 

My friends, this is not so. For every result in the world 

‘es however Insignificant it may he, there isa human cause gail 

s . meanit, follows. cause as surely as one foot follows the othar 

ae when, 4 ™man 1s walking. ‘The only purpose of experience 

___ 18'to learn from what has taken place in the Past shat we 
should avoid inthe Future. By this system of Fatalism 

_ inwhich wo at once accept a result as the will of God pid 

have got into the habit of omitting to examine into anedh 
It is, however, time that we should cease to do-this if ee 
experience of the Past is to be of any benefit to us for the 

* Future, The first O& the causes to this which I attribute our 

ae decline as @ nation is the want of union. From the time of 

the Fourth Caliphate, when the dispute regarding the 
inamate arose, and the terrible massacre of ee and 

a his followers occurred, Islam has been split up into numerous 
; Sects. ; Islam, which up to this time had been fighting against 
Ny un olievers, now turned its arms against its own ‘ellercie 

_ Stivers of Mussulman blood began to flowin Ar ; 


1 that is sufficient |” 























Nt ade ; abia and in 
other Mahomedan countries, and the strong foundation of 


i lam itself was shaken. There was no vestige of nati 
gp eve or sympathy. The hatred white fois 
sho wed towards another spread downwards until we find th 
ne feeling at work in individual families, : 
arose on points of infinitesimal import 
ain | out with relentless persistency, Our religion was 
Niatene ee of our union as 4 people, and it was our 
. tuisund meeending of the principles of oyp religion — 


Bitter disputes 
ance, and were 
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which turned it into a canse of disunion. To such an extent as % 
has this been carried that leaving out kingdoms, prince = 
palities and towns, it would be difficult for you to point ont = 
to mo two families, two houses, or even two individuals, 
between whom enmity does not exist, or who are not 
jealous of each other. Let us for one moment compare the” 
present state of things with that which formerly existed. — 





The fact is, the Mahomedans of those days were thé 
limbs and members of the same body, but the Mahom- 
edans of to-day are a conglomeration of jarring elements, 
In following out their own selfish aims, they have uo 
thought of nationality nor regard for Islam. But this | 
internal jealousy has existed in every one of our nations 
from the very earliest times. No sooner did one nation 
rise to a piteh of prosperity than these quarrels broke — 
out, We have seen an instance in the case of Musa and 
Tarik in the conquest of Spain, and the same thing has oc: 
curred over and over again, It is to this want of union 
that all our great calamities are due. What else was 
it that prevented Nadir Shah from going home after the 
battle of Paniput ? What else was it that led him to | 
Delhi and brought on a general massacre? We have never a 
combined to oppose & common foe. Christian nations have vet 
forgotten their own quarrels in order to combing = = 
against Moors in Spain, Saracens in Egypt and 
Palestine, and Turks in Europe. The result has been 
that one by one our Mahomedan kingdoms have died i 
out. Look for one moment at the last war betweenPurkey = 
and Russia. For the last two hundred years ‘the object ; 











of Russia has been to drive the Turks from Constantinople, = a 
and to subdue all the Mahomedan nations with which — : a2! 


. 


she is brought into contact. When war ith Turke 
broke out, did Persia or Afghanistan move a single fi 
It was solely owing to the intervention of a Christian nat 












at Turkey was at the last moment saved from 
xti . Look again at the war itself, Whilst 
6 Pasha held the whole force of Russia in check at 
Plevna, what did the other two armies in Bulgaria do to 








too late, Every General was jealous of the other and wished 
a to gain the whole credit of the war. There was no union, 
no combination, no common action in defence of their 
~ country, and so Pleyna fell, and each General was beaten 
‘in detail, until at last Russia was able to dictate her 
‘own terms at San Stefano. It has been the same here in 
‘India. There has neyer been one united Empire. Though 
- Mahomedans ruled from Peshawar to the Karnatic, there 
___ was never one United Kingdom. The Emperor at Delhi was 
ied ms) the nominal head, but the country was split up into rival 

__ kingdoms—Oudh, Bengal, Golkonda, Gulburga, Bijapur, 
Bidar, Dowlatabad, Ahmednagger, Arcot, and latterly My- 
; _ sore, were all in @ constant state of internecine warfare. 
% Each was striving against the other for his own aggrandise- 
ment. It wasthe knowledge of how to make use of the one 
against the other that first enabled Europeans to take 

_ @ prominent part in Indian affairs. If there had been any 

like combination, or a common spirit of patriotism, the 
glish Empire in India would have been an impossibility. 
And what has taken place in the history of every Mahomedan 
kingdom is occurring even at the present day in every sect, 
in every movement, and even in every family. Every- 
Where is jealousy and rivalry. Everywhere cach thinks 
Sea and his own benefit. The story of the Imperial 

Loi » Which was renewed after the death of each Enper- 
‘enue in the final catastrophe under Aurung- 
a renewed at the present day in almost 

‘ok, ‘this very educational movement, and 
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the most part of a small room, with no furniture or ap- 


- schools are not required elsewhere, nor do I forget that 
there are thousands of people who are unable to send their 





who originally founded it, and have subsequently gin yk 
their support. Here, again, we see two rival factions strng. 
gling with each other for supremacy, neither willing 10° 
yield, and their quarrels threatening the very ‘existence is 
of the only institution of the kind inthe country, And | 
I, what am I to say? The leaders of both these par- 
ties are my friends. I look upon both as I do ~~ 
upon my two eyes, and I hesitate which of them to pluck 

out and cast away. But though I hesitate, still I am con- 
vinced that the one most fitted by experience, by the = 
devotion of a life time, and by earnest study, is my yenerable ; 
friend Sir Syed Ahmed. Let us: glance at the condition 
of the Institution, It is true that a number of buildings 4 
have been erected : that there is an admirable Boarding 4 
Honse, and that there are three hundred students. But | 
the Institution has only a precarious existence. It has no | 
endowment, no scholarships, and would not be able to 

carry on its work were it not for the liberal grants given 

by various Princes (principal amongst them my own 
honoured and munificent soyereign the Nizam) and by the 
British Government. And yet, instead of combining to 
render this institution every support, and to place its 
finances on a sound footing, many of those who helped to 
found it now advocate the starting of branch institutions = 
elsewhere, Many such have been started, and consist for ey 
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pliances, where instruction is given by a Baboo who De a 
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passed his Matriculation examination, Ido not say that 
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children to Aligarh, and who wish to enjoy the ad 
of education nearer to their homes But what I 





























( not only contribute 
igs 8 vards an ndowment fund, but endeavour to get others 
to doso also. Let scholarships be founded which will 

ena oor scholars to enjoy a higher education, and let 
i the finances of the College be placed on a thoroughly 
_ Sound basis. When this shall haye been done, and not till 
Sh then, we can turn our attention to the foundation of similar 
Institutions elsewhere. But even this should only be done 
under uniform and combined system. If individuals, 
____ anxious to obtain a name and reputation for themselves, 
start on an independent career, the inevitable result will be 
| failure and dissension. The curse of us Mahomedans 
oe hitherto have beon rivalry and disunion. In the namo of 
- God let us now endeavour to forget the past, turn over 4 
mew page for the future, and combine together for our 
nS common good ! 
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pit _ The second cause to which our decline is due is a 
the disregard of own laws by Mahomedan Kings in the past, 
5 _ and neglect of their duties as Sovereigns. 


‘oe The Khalifate, or temporal Sovereignty of the Mahome- 
dan rulers, was originally regarded as a sacred trust from 
ys God en ‘usted to those Mahomedans who were God’s own 
The old Khalifs and Kings held themselves 
bow d by the Koran and its laws, They considered them- 
: selves the Trastees of God, and answerable to the commu- 
nity for their actions. The revenues of the State were re- 

: the property of the people, and they themselyes 

ve merely the guardians. Th injunctions of tho Koran 
were as binding on them as on the humblest Mahomedan 
) Do you emember tho story of one of our 

it was Hassan, son of “Ali. A slave, whilst 

over him, spoiling his clothes. The 
own and said ; “Commander of the 
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Faithful, it is stated in the Koran that Believers sh 
not be angry.” “Tam not angry; rise.” “ But it is f 
‘ther stated that the greatest of virtues is to forgive.” — 
* And I too forgive you,” was the reply. “But it is also. 
said that ‘ Believers should reward those who do th 
wrong.’” “Take this purse of gold,” said Hassan, “and 

thy freedom and go! ” 


The laws of the country were as binding on the Khalifs | 
as on the meanest labourer, and they did not pretend to | 
be in any way superior to their subjects, Listen to 
the following Khutba, which was read in public ji 
by the first Khalif, Siddik Akbar (Abu . Bekr) 
“O Mahomedans, I am a man as you are. Iam not free : 4 
from mistakes and am equally liable to errors. I am | 
neither superior to, nor better than you. You must then 
look after me. Obey mein those matters which are in Bs 
aceordance with the orders of God and His prophet, but base 
correct me in those matters in which you find me making 
a mistake.” It may well be said that the early Khalifate : 
was a kind of Republic, and that the first Khalifs merely 
considered themselves to be the chief servamits of the Re- ey 
public. It is to be regretted that this hunility and obe- Pa 
dience to the laws of the Koran did not last long, and that ee 
Kings and Sultans soon became absolute and ixmesponsible, ig 
There was no power amongst the people to check these 
absolute rulers, and they pursued a career of sensuality re 
and indulgence, abusing the power given to them i . ria 
for the protection of his people, in acts of cruelty Gps 
licentiousness, i. per: 
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‘The first Khalifs walked in the path of righteousness 
and haying conquered the world, achieved whatisagreater 
victory, the conquest over themselves. oa Sao pe ae 
their submission to the orders of God that if proved by ne 
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confession of their fault in the pulpit. Such confession 
was not regarded as shameful, but as a matter to be proud 
of. The public money and the revenues during time of 
peace and the treasure derived from the spoils of war, were 
spent on works of public utility. The Khalif himself lived 
ina state of what would now be considered poverty, and it 
is related that when an ambassador from Persia came with 
his retinue to visit the Khalif Omar, they found him lying 
asleep on the bare ground, It is also related that the 
brother of Ali wished that a larger allowance should be 
allotted to him than was his dee. Ali placed in his 
brother's hand a piece of live charcoal, and when he let it 
fall, asked him why he should expect his brother (Ali) to 
be able to bear the fires of hell which would be his lot 
if he awarded a larger share than was due. On the 
other hand another Khalif, in order to gain a name for 
generosity, would, before mounting his horse, give jewels 
vy and treasure, and writing the names of estates and villages 
on pieces of paper, would scatter them amongst the 
crowd. In contrast to the humility of the Khalif Omar 
we read of the Khalif Muktedar Billa, who, when visited 

. by an ambassador from Greece, had in his retinue 7,000 
_ eunuchs and 7,000 porters, in whose palace were curtains 
‘made out of 38,000 pieces of damask and cloth of gold, and 
who, besides other treasures, showed to the ambassador a 
tree on which there were 18 branches of gold and silver, 

; each furnished with leaves of gold, and on each of 
: which sat a golden bird which could whistle tunes. This 
reckless extravagance seems to have been the genoral rule. 
ith the exception of a few wise kings, each monarch 
ta 0 out-do his predecessor in pomp and display, thus 
ag vf the Kora dig he muni 
‘Gallas x mpogetice and selfish indulgence that 
the decline of Mahomedan rule and sovereignty. 


old an to he e been wrong they would openly make 
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Srd Cause. Want of national freedom. It may be r 
truly said that the word nation does not, and never. has, et 
applied to the Mahomedans. ‘They have never combined 
together for their own rights nor joined together to achic ¥ 
a national freedom such as would have controlled the 
arbitrary power of their sovereigns, and which, as in the 
case of England, would have joined them together in one 


bond of common brotherhood, nS | 


Tn all the constant struggles for power we find that 
the cause of wars and rebellions was cither some religious 
quarrel entered upon under a mistaken view of the prin- 
ciples of our faith, or else some traditional race hatred. 
But in every case, the result is the same, and the war is 
waged for the personal aggrandizement of an individual 
dynasty, and the conquering faction has retaliated upon the 
conquered one with the same eruelties that had been dealt 
out to it. In no case do we finda combination of the 
people for the assertion of their own rights and liberties. — 
Iv the whole history of our nation can you point out a 
single incident like that which occurred on the island of 
Runnymede, where the people, led by their own noblemen, 
compelled an unwilling king to sign the charter of their 
liberties ¢ It is, I think, to this absence of combination, 
and to this want of fellow-feeling, that a great many of out 
disasters are due. No one race has ever cared to help 
the other, and it has been the same with individuals. 
Byery one has been thinking only of himself, and every 
race has striven only for its own supremacy. ‘There has 
neyer been amongst us anything like a national growth, 
such as we see in the European nations. One tribe or one 
dynasty bas held a temporary supremacy, and has thenbeen 


sneceeded by another. The different tribes and races have a a | 





never coalesced, so as to form one compact nation. Com 
pare for instance the state of things in Spain with that 
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... and settled there. Between each of 
is, however, there were always strongly marked 

; jealousies, race, and religious hatred. In Eng- 
land, some hundred years ago, there were the same discord- 
ant elements, There were the original inhabitants, there 
~ were Danes and Saxons, and to them came the conquering 
armies of William the Norman. But before two centuries 
Yi ad | passed we find all these different elements welded to- 
‘gether, until they formed one people, with identical inter- 
ests, pursuing one common object, namely to achieve a 
‘common liberty. It is in this way that England has be- 
come great, because her people were united. Perhaps the 
most remarkable example of this union of different 

: elements is that of America. By far the greater 
of the American people consists of emigrants 
“from different countries, English, Irish, Scotch, Germans, 
| Swiss, Austrians, Swedes and Danes, all go to America, 
but no sooner are they landed there, than they lose. their 
individual nationality and become Americans in thoughts 
aspirations. Their religion and creeds may be differ- 
_ ent, but their national feelings are identical. They may 
- be split up into different political parties, but as 
i countries they are all Americans. Now, this 
feeling by which we Mahomedans have never been 
The oe that the iferent Mahomedan 
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The fourth cause to which I 
the sudden stoppage in the progress of om ( 
intellectual growth, 


The intellectual growth and spread | ong 


Mahomedans, marvellous though it was, and 
for its rapidity, was confined to a limited 
and was comparatively short in its duration, | 
neyer reached a state from which retrogression 
been impossible. It never became a national habit, 
intellectual thought, independence of character, mental 
energy, human sympathy and love for enquiry could be — 
come, as has been the case in other countries, national 
characteristics of the Mahomedans. Our 
civilization, in a word, was never so general as 
impossible the growth of superstition, which 
the poisonous plant of ignorance. On the e 
lectual growth has not been continuous. If at 
riods, in different countries, under the support 
kings, philosophy and. science were encouraged, 
phers collected from all parts of the world, 
written, learning advanced, and a taste for’ 
to be acquired by the people, this gen 
ashort time only. Tt too sings 


he gee those whom his : 
Look back at the golden period of | 
and tur over the pages ie 





thematics were siudiod, and that books on medical 
science were stored in noble libraries. Turn over the 
next page, and you will find the whole scene changed, 
Some Mufti or Mulla is preaching from the pulpit, and 
denounces philosophy as heretical, or thunders against its 
study as irreligious; books are being burnt, philosophical 
works are being tossed about, pages from books of logic 
are flying about in the air, philosophers are escaping from 
en the country, and doctors are being flogged. Ina word there 
i was never such a state of continued liberty and freedom of 
: thought as to allow an uninterrupted course of intellectual 
#4 progress for any considerable time. Mahomedan learning 
1g has never been freed from the heavy chains imposed by 
ignorance and superstition. In spite of all these difficulties, 
enlightened Mahomedans who had tasted the sweets of learn- 
ing endeavoured to clear away the errors which hindered its 
progress, Generally, however, superstition prevailed over 





; Yeason, ignorance over intelligence, and theologians over 
philosophers. Ihave now in my hand a book containing 


the names of the works which in later times were taught in 
the schools of Arabia, Bagdad, Mishapwr, Damascus, and 
other seats of learning. Amongst them I find, to my regret, 
but very few philosophical works. Out of 36 text-books 
au prescribed for the Nizamya College at Bagdad, there aro 
re only two works on Logic and Philosophy, and these of very 
3 elementary nature. The 12 books taught at Mishapur are 
all of a religions tendency, Out of 246 text-books, used in 
87 different colleges, not one refers to philosophy or science, 
Here is another thick volume published in London, contain- 
ing B40 pages,and giving a list of 61,000 books now existing 
im 28 different libraries of Egypt. Amongst all these there 
are only 477 volumes relating to Logic and other sciences 
_ 4nd these are all of a rudimentary character, such ag ae 
fa Students of Kathi and Sadrah are well acquainted with 
‘There isnot a single valuable work wri ese 
— Work written by any celebrated 
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philosophers, whose books, however, are gladly awarded 
an honoured place in the libraries of Germany, London and 


Paris. The spread of these sciences was checked under 
the belief partly that they were opposed to the national 


faith, and partly that they led to no practical benefit, 
whilst other branches of learning, such as medicine and 
mathematics, which had no bearing on religion, and which 
were profitable from a practical point of view, were studied 
in all Mahomedan countries. It is maintained by some that 
the spread of knowledge was checked, because in those days 
there existed no such easy methods of discussion as is 
now the case. It is true that there were no printing 
presses, but it should be remembered that there was no 
difficulty in diffusing such knowledge as was congenial to 
Mahomedan taste. Large and ponderous tomes on re- 
ligious law were to be found in every library, and in the 
home of every respectable Mahomedan. Had there exist- 
ed the same taste for science, there can be no doubt 
that science would have spread in the same manner. Of 
course it is not to be expected that science should 
spread universally. All I mean to say is that if it had | 
spread in the same proportion as religious learning did, 
the intellectual movement that had been started would — 
have continued, thoughts would have been elevated, minds — 
enlightened, and reason ennobled. The taste for inquiry ~ 
would have continued, and the canker worm of servile 
imitation, which now eats away the brains of Mahomedans, ~ 
would have been destroyed. ‘This taint of imitation we 
find even in those sciences which were cultiv: ed. Thus, 
even in medicine the beaten track was followed, and in 
course of time all that remained of the science was empty 
phraseology. Can you tell me of a single doctor who, 
during the last four centuries, has made a new discovery # — 
Is there anyone who in Algebra or Trigonometry cam 
compare with Mahomed bin Musa! or a wan who, like sl 
6 ie 
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to equal 
and ee. are soalativetad pee their 
eae Kassum, the haapiieeia writer on 


inted with their names? Why is it 
» be masters ee epoiedae and 


limited aijenis, and we go on revolving in an “infini- 
peal small and limited circle. 


The fifth cause was @ misapprehension of the teachings 
the Koran. This I consider to be the principal cause 
ecline of Mahomedans in every respect—religious 

vs ectual and moral, political and social. 

an been 80 general and widespread that no 


ers they « all sccm to possess a wonderful “uniformity 
regards abs ce of progress. Open your eyes wide 
LW and survey the condition of Mahomedans in 

our quarters of the world. You Spe sien 


es ame state. They have lost their s sovereignty 
inion ; and if a semblanes of power is 
: is ' 


si Rae As vegards refinement and culture, their very ni name 
excluded from the list of civilized nations. They 


‘; eir wealth and respect i $i 
ence and the arts their position is far ‘beni 


of the most backward of all the other communiti 


1,234 


appear anywhere to be keeping pace with the pr 

time. In the race of intellect they enter no’ appea 
with other communities. This state of things is so g 
that no Mahomedan is free from it, be he an 

a Turk, an Egyptian, Persian, or Indian. For this gene 


3 result, which is everywhere the same, there mus : be 


general cause. What is that cause? It is the cor 
of sea religious notions of the Mahomedans ;: | 


" Henedlig at the same time your kind and. cai 
tion for it. _ 


BE aaa 

When the Mahomedan r eligion was first j present 

- world there were many religions already oat 
aside the religions of the fire- -worshipp 


tors, there were the Jews and the | 


might ask, for ths sree of Islam. 
Prophet sent, and why was he declared Bes 
prophets The reason for this was 


ee even those which we b i 














cle and impediment to the 
ss of ankind. All moral virtues had disappeared. 
lost the habit of inquiry, and the use of their 
d judgment in the conduct of affairs. Religion 
ed entirely on imitation, and on belief in what tho 
had said. One man became an ascetic, another was 
ted with madness to turna monk. In short a general 
is ‘darkness had spread over the minds of men, and not a 
trace of real spiritual life remained. At such a time, and 
[ er to remove the evils and the darkness of ignorance 
en ting, God sent Mahomed, the Arabian, so that the 
ligion might be taught and the faith of Ibrahim 
rey yedamong mankind. What was that true religion, what 
he faith of Ibrahim ? It was Islam. And what wasIslam ? 
t was a religion conformable to human nature, which did 
not contain any mysteries incomprehensible to the mind 

‘man, did not offer any obstacles to human progress, and 
r Pia ttiblained: no dogma incompatible with the advancement 

‘of learning and science. And as God had promised that 
the holy Koran would remain for ever without any change, 
there was no further necessity for the mission of another 
prophet. The rectification of all errors, false notions, 
er absurd superstitions, which in the natural course of 
ania into every eink was left to roforimiors.° if 














had no means of sadinatning its ata dei 
it would never have been proclaimed to the whole 

r would it have put the seal to the succession of 
low we must see what true Islamis. tis the 
4 0 faculty which God has given us: now what is 
Hh - that faculty ? It is the power of understanding, which 
: a - philosophers call reason, and which theologians designate 
name of faith. Both are one and the same thing, 
r the: help. of this power that man distinguishes 
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a brute. It is by the help of this power that 


innovation, and the innovator condemned as i 


if the government was a Mahomedan one there wea 


between good and evil. By its use man vas ] 
than an angel, and by its neglect he becomes orse 1 





Bedouin testifies to the unity of God by simply looking — 
at the earth below and the Heavens above. Tt is this 


power which makes a philosopher recognize the Omnipo- _ 


tence of God once he has grasped the wonderful and varied 
phenomena of nature. When Islam is once admitted tobe in 
harmony with divine nature, and when its prineipal object — 
is a study of the laws of nature, it is obvious that it can 
never defend anything which is contrary to nature, or which 
has a tendency to obstruct the mental powers, the spiritual 


yearnings, or the worldly progress of mankind. Icanc¢on- 


fidently say that this has never been the real object of Islam 
in the past, and never can be. Yet im spite of this eircum- 
stance we find that as regards the acquisition of learning, 
the attainment of art, the employment of the mental 
powers, and the achievement of the world’s progress, there 


have always been men who haye so misunderstood Islam 


as to represent it as an obstacle to intellectual progress. 
The same error has impeded the advance of learning, and 


prevented a thorough diffusion of philosophy. Tt has not i ci 


allowed us to learn what was useful from others, or to keep — 
pace with the progress of the times in political and social 
advancement. However profitable a thing might b e, if 
a Mahomedan wanted to introduce it in his community, 
andif it was ever so little different from the current bent of — 
thought, ever so little divergent from the prevailing habits 
or customs of the people, it was branded as a disreputable 





prescripts bearing large and solemn black 


punishment of transportation or death, rea 
nounced on the unfortunate man. - We mi 
sider whether our religion oe cont V 
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Q age ave often een ae ohio! obstacles to afageass, 
» fact ould be incontrovertible, although the person 
in oe ssion to such an opinion would render himself 

le | aded or Sinan as a Kafir, if such 
Leaving aside past 
De inet sovereigns, only confine 
s to the present century, and see what has been 
cipal cause of our decline. It is these same mis- 
a notions. Survey all sede ae ade from 


"Be Bows in some Pie 

iE itods may a the Fai of mere apathy. But 
accept: this as the only cause everywhere, when 
se Mahomedans still retaining their original activity 
Seas in other matters No, the effect cannot be 
ced by. mere BDEOY, Iti is ‘the, jomt result of that 


s out a new path for fear of pats. imattond as 
dels, haye heen brought about by false religious 
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what was new. They did oh allow them to acq 
learning or attain any art. Look at Turkey, whi hi is 
part of Europe. Whilst the light of science and ar 
spreading in every direction in Europe, and whilst. the 
smallest and the most barbarous of its States were Bro: 
gressing in civilization, the strong and powerful T 
empire, in spite of its matchless bravery and courage, We 
every day deteriorating and sinking. It has gone down 
go much in the scale of nations that it now Boer ; 
little more than a cabbage garden. Russia, * ‘ 
most barbarous country, has got the upper hand of nee 
which a century and a half ago was im every _ respect 
superior and more powerful than, herself. The reason is | 
that Russia has adopted many kinds of improv ement 
has introduced among its people every deseriy 1 ¢ 
On the other hand this was not permitted im Turkey 
fiats and false religious notions of its s) 
Eyen in modern times military uniforms: 
not allowed to be introduced, till tho isands of sol . 

who had opposed this innoyation had been killed, Thi 5 
only one instance, but several such might be given. ay / 
such had not been the case, and Turkey had 
troduced such reforms as Russia had adopted, would s 
have rued her fate as she now does? Well, leave Tu 
aside, and jook at our own country, Tudia, and 
condition ‘of our race, What is the cause 
tion, which continues: to grow: 

is of the Britis 
















































d have progressed equally wit other races, 
and could have enjoyed those benefits which other people 
derive under the fostering rule of England. What is the 
reason then that they have not enjoyed this benefit? The 
answer again is, false religious notions. The Mahomedans 
considered English education unlawful, they regarded it 
as interfering with their religion. They were afraid that 
they would be converted to Christianity if they studied in 
English schools and colleges. The stigma of infidelity which 
attached to the acquisition of science and art did not allow 
them to study those things. Has that time been forgotten 
when the heart of one who was devoted to our religion, 
and who was the sincere lover of our community, burned 
with sorrow to see the state of his Mahomedan brethren ; 

i when he was unable any longer to see in silence the hard- 
ships they suffered; when he took a leap into a wide 
; and deep sea in order to save his sinking fellow brethren ; 
4 when like a madman he raved to educate and train them up? 
7g What was it that impeded all the endeavours of this brave 
I man, Sir Syed Ahmed? What nation made this true 
# friend of the community appear as their enemy ? N othing 
| else but religious prejudice, What offence had that poor 
Syed committed for which he was held up as a kafir ? 

Of fault what was this man guilty who had devoted his 
life and soul to promote the well-being of his brethren that 
he should be regarded by his co-religionists as fit only to 
_ behanged? Was not the whole head and front of his 
_ offending comprised in his desire to improve the condition 

of his co-religionists, and to remove all obstructions that 
‘this improvement? But this reform appeared 
eyes of his people to be contrary to religion, and 


fare him a Kafir. Shall I be wrong in 
or Sir Syed Ahmed had not been 
of the British Government this 















ee 


taken even a single step on the way 
refinement till his natural genius, his 


sympathy, had succeeded in proving the 
religious prejudice, and snapping the chains of 
by which we were strongly bound down? W 
an assemblage as the present one haye been 
which we see so many pious Mussulmans g 
gethor in order to evince their sympathy for th 
ligionists, and to suggest means for their 
those old prejudices had remained intact, 
tone of our community had not been 
tive, I might say, heart-stirring writh 
Ahmed? How many learned, intelligent, and 
Mahomedans do we see here collected a: 
an amount of advantage does not the 1 
from their powerful menial gifts? Wou 

have been of any use to-day if Sir Syed had 
the old prejudices? I say certainly not 
all those brilliant thoughts and ideas wh 
nating the hearts of Mahomedans- 
















n a oaks to Faligiaxs eee or that a spirit 


_ of inquiry is “ona oun with Islam. ead 


: sents asve our false religious prejudices prey outed 
‘us from making any progress in this world, but they have 

_ also been the cause of bringing disc redit on our religion, 
“which as much encourages our worldly well-being and 
comfort as our spiritual improvement. These prejudices 
Merson a handle to the opponents of our religion 
as to cast ridicule upon it. For instance one Christian writer 
‘says that Christianity is not only compatible with the 
_ enjoyment of those great pleasures which God has con- 
ferred upon us, but inereases their enjoyment, whereas 
ce Islam on the contrary spoils those pleasures and casts 
* ‘opprobrium | on them. Sir William Muiz, falling into a 













r fon the Wiboiibinss are taken into account, and 


beaks for surprise “— notwithstanding that 


5 ein Muir i is 5 well reat i in the Koran, he ae attri 













* as tnd considers Islam to be the cause of the decline 


hoir ig! I aa ag which are entirely opposed to 
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men to pay heed to the order and arrange: 


theirs, He has omitted to notice that under the na 


nye policy, tyranny, and -_ —_— som 





peligion: as misguided Mahontaitany have 








Christianity, as taught in the middle ages, acl 
was placed upon education, refinement, justice, 
manuers and spiritual and worldly progress. Not e 
tho worst periods of Mahomedan history (and 
periods are extremely limited in duration), haye Maho- 
medans done such harm to the world as Western bigotry 
and superstition did during a long space, extending over not 
less than a thousand years. Sir William describes the 
Mahomedans as strongly bound in the hard chains of the — 
Koran, and as not keeping pace with the progress of the 
times, whilst he depicts his own religion as tho leader and 
guide in all worldly improvements. Well, open th 
































for a while, and see what chains it imposes on : 
medans? It saves us from the defilement of -polyth “i 


and idolatry ; it teaches us not to regard the ‘one true od 
as a Trinity ; not to consider any one as His Son or ise! 3) 
equal ; not to worship relies or pictures; not to bel 

in mysteries and ee : not to withdraw Bri 
in asceticism ‘ee our t our _ 


as pat ens: ae faut oppression, ai 
towards parents. But the Koran does not: contain 
thing to restrain the human intellect, the iritu 

sures, the refinement or development o 
does the Koran contain from the b 
end? In some places there is a deser: 
wealth and beauties of nature ; in some 





in the Universe ; in some places it rebukes those 
not use their wisdom and judgment ; in some ph 
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va act on them. It castigates those who have hearts and 
"minds but make no use of them ; who haye eyes, ears, 
and senses, but do not employ them, It praises the 
excellence of wisdom, encourages education, dispayages 
the want of thought and consideration, disapproves of the 
hes i belief entertained by Jews and Christians as to the 
a: innocence and infallibility of their vriestly classes, and 
reprobates all unbelievers and infidels on the ground that 
they do not use their reason and judgment. In short the 
whole teaching of our Prophet and the Koran is intended 
to instruct us to use the natural powers with which God 
has endowed us, and to enjoy all the worldly and spirit: 
gifts that are provided for us. The Koran is not that 
thain by which, as Sir William Muir says, we are hopelessly 
bound, but it is the destroyer of that chain which 
misguided Christians had laid on men to prevent their 
progress. The Koran strictly reprobates a life of monkish 
seclusion, it invites men to enjoy all the pleasures and 
happiness of the world. What argument does God ad- 
yance to show His authority over men? He tells them to 
see what enjoyments and things of comfort He has created 
for them, and asks if they will not even thank him for 
all these boons, God gives an express permission to 
men, in the Koran, to conquer the world and possess it. 
When the Koran contains explicit injunctions which 
encourage trade, commerce and lawful professions, when 
it offers every incentive to healthy activity in the field of 
enterprise, it is a great mistake to call it a chain which 


impedes the progress of men. It should rather be called 
the charter of their liberties, 



















_ But whilst the Koran itself, as it is, and its right 
"interpretation, are a charter of Hberties for mankind, it 
_ Mnust be confessed that onr false religious notions and 
‘Prejudices have in practice proved to be fetters upon 
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our progress, These notions and prejudices are entirely | 
at variance with the true dictates of the Ko bs Mae 
you examine the belief and opinion of the generality of 
Mahomedans, you find them holding the most extraor- 
dinary and absurd views. According to them, reason has a 
nothing to do with religion, nature is opposed to Tslam, 
philosophy is rank infidelity, and the pursnit of all worldly 
things unlawful. What a surprising thing it is that the 
Koran, which in reality is a supporter of education, which 

is in harmony with nature, which is synonymous with the 
science of investigation, which is the propeller of all im- 
tellectual powers and the means of all worldly progress, 
should in consequence of the erroneous notions, absurd 
superstitions, senseless fervour, and prejudiced actions of 
Mahomedans who altogether misunderstand it be regarded 

as quite the reverse of what it actually is! On the other 
hand it is equally surprising that Christianity, which 
during the darker periods in its history taught asceticism, 
which made no endeavour to develope natural powers and 
affections, which showed no road for worldly advancement, 
which was in itself a collection of mysteries and miracles, 
which, instead of appealing to reason, relied upon super- 
natural light, should, in consequence of the action of its a 
followers, have become a guide to learning and refinement, é 
and an instrument for producing the highest forms of 
civilization. 





Gentlemen, there has always been a conflict between 
religion and science, and this antagonism still ¢ Me 
tinues. In Europe, where at present science is in tl my 
ascundant, Dogmatic religion is powerless to cope with 
it. That particular phase of religion, which Sir 
Muir calls the guide of progress in the F 
taking a last farewell of European countries 
time appears to be nigh when not a venti att 

















is ue heat that the stream of civi- 
‘ has changed its old channel, and is seeking a new 
Now the question is: Will education ws the same 
on Islam ? The answer is both “yes” and “no.” 
se religion which is composed of our own supersti- 
‘idolatrous customs, and pleasant fables so dear 
ntal minds, cannot. stand against the light of 
ho gana But the true religion of the Koran will shine 
“even more brilliantly with the e ead of _ and 
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It will be as well for me now to glance at the state of — 
Europe as regards education and civilization when web Sah: | 


of all came into contact with it.* “8 incon 


_ Tue SPREAD OF Learsra IN “Evnore. 


I will first of all allude to Greece, from whom we 
derived the learning which we subsequently handed 
to Europe. Previous to the time of Alexander the Great, | 
Greece was as backward in learning as she was in “wealth | 
and power. ‘The military expeditions of Alexander br t 
him into contact with the ancient learning of Egypt: a 
the East. In Egypt, Chaldea, Syria, Persia and pile: 
came across monuments of learning and civili zation 

























ee Ww hich ere Jong was Be to bo 
not only of the wealth but also of the learning of 3 world 
Alexander’s successor and half brother carried ow 

same policy. He gathered together learned men from all 
parts of the world, collected books, caused translations to 
be made, founded libraries and museums, established 
scholarships, and encouraged learning in covery ory possi le 
manner. Jn course of time more. than 700, ,000 vol y 
were collected in the splendid library, and a general or “3 
was passed that every new work should be purch ‘ ne 
the State expense, and that if it was not ob 
special copy should be made. The money- ‘spent on: 
collection was simply enormous, but nothing was deemed. 
to be extravagant which was spent in the cause of learnin “the 
5 a is said that at one time. there were. mo than 
thousand students in Alexandria, collected here 








 # his portion has been considerably ‘Dirdged, ante 4 or 
a large uuuer of the sae hearers, it will not he ¢ wh » . ae | 
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in the legends of Greek mythology. Who that had 
ough 1 course of education could believe in the 
nd goddesses who lived above the sky, and who 
their time partly in fighting on the side of mortals 
tly in drinking bouts and amorous dalliance 2 As 
a ‘Spread these pagan superstitions died out, and as 
the original force of Nature was studied, the power and 
lignity of the Olympian gods declined. When this conflict 
_ between religion and science commenced there was at first, 
4s always occurs, a staunch opposition on the part of the 
_ orthodox believers in the old creed. There is in every 
country and in every ago always a large majority of men 

_ who think that what was good enough for their fore-fathers 
is good enough for them. Many hopeless attempts were 
made to defend the bulwarks of religion against, the attacks 
of science. Butin spite of persecution, of torture, and of 
martyrdom, the light of truth spread abroad, and that 
of paganism declined. Then came the era of Christianity, 
Pe and the: rapid spread of this religion over the countries 
- situated on the Mediterranean, Unfortunately the first 
enturies of Christianity were not favourable to the ad- 
vance of learning. As the Christians grew in power they 
split up into various Sects, each denouncing the other as 
and the time which might have been better 
cultivation of learning was devoted to 
troversios, At the end of the fifth and the 
ish centuries, the state of Bastem 


ADA oie True learning was neglected, 


iffusion of learning was the down- é 
ancient religion, It was impossible that men 
in the Philosophy of Aristotle and Plato should — 
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and on every side were quarrels, whilst vice was rampant, 
and crimes were everywhere committed in the name of | 


priceless library had been destroyed, and the colleges and — 
lecture rooms were no longer crowded with eager students. 


When the Mahomedan power arose, it first came into 
contact with the remains of this splendid storehouse of 
knowledge. Tt is true that they were only the remains, 
and that these even were soon afterwards destroyed. But 
though books may be burnt, knowledge cannot. Its 
spread may for the time be checked, but there must 
always be some men left to hand on the knowledge which 
they have acquired. So it was in this case. Having once 
been brought into contact with Greek learning, a chosen 
few of the Mahomedans were brought under its fascina- 
tion, and henceforth the spread of Islam went on 
hand in hand with that of learning ; the arts and sciences 
were encouraged, and the Arab language embraced the 
highest of what was known in the civilized world. The ~ 
Arabs were not too proud to borrow from the Greeks, the 
Egyptians, and the Chaldeans. No matter the source, as 
long as it was knowledge. 


I have shown how civilization followed the Mahome- 
dans into Spain, and from thence spread into Europe. 
When they were driven from Spain the Moors left behind 
them a splendid legacy in the shape of learning. And it 
was this legacy which was to lead to the Reformation of 
Europe. The same struggle between Religion and Science 
to which I have already alluded in the case of Paganiam 
had to take place in Christendom, It was, however, avery: 
long struggle, and for bacon it ae if received ; 

iew would succeed in stifling the progre er 
‘anaes the Authority the world had been ‘erpated : 
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religion. At Alexandria itself a great portion of the 
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ng h I atel t ine: to ea 

y yo ery of hich tended to throw 
‘these propositions was denounced as heretical, 
jon who proposed it was, burnt. But Truth 
1 the end, and so it did in Europe. Scienco 
sto "Religion what the touchstone is to Gold. Gold, 
hich will not stand the application of the touchstone, is 
ng more than base metal, and the religion which will 
stand the test of Science i isnot true. At the Best of 













reat events to which I Shall presently allie, and which 
‘aes ee aialy helped in deciding the result, I mean the dis- 
covery of Printing and the Reformation. 


28 Before, however, dwelling upon ae two important 
factors in the history of Civilization, I wish to point out 
eae to you that throughout the history of the Mahomedans, 
this struggle between religion and science has been going 
on, From earliest times there has existed a superstition 
against learning. [ts cultivation has never been continu- 
ous, but only by fits and starts, until at last the persecutors 
of learning have gained the victory, and learning has been 
_ neglected. Whilst in Europe, under a religion of bigotry 
and persecution, learning has at last been able to shake off 
tho chains of superstition and dogma, with us th~ ide has 
ie Set the other way. 








ae It is, however, my contention that as far as Maho- 
: medanism is concerned there is less reason that an 
ee antagonism should exist between religion and science 
in the case of other religions, It may be 
‘said of the Koran that it contains far less dogma 
: than does the Bible. Our Prophet himself has said, “All 
ee ‘is Recessary i is fora man to say: there is but one 

bene as for his belief, for os must answer to God 
























whole: of the learning of Europe was under the ¢ contr 










% _ gates of liberty of thought and freedom « 


“taught by our Prophet we have 


side. on of them must go to ‘the valle ae 
_ Christianity. Until nearly four hundred years 












the Church of Rome. It was confined to ‘the clergy, 
all education was subject to Church tradition, Tt 
tained on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church ¢ 
due to her only that the spark of learning in Enrope 
kept alive. In the middle ages, the authors, poets 
torians, artists, sculptors, astronomers, doctors an 
the lawyers were monks trained in monasteries 
bued with the traditions and discipline of the Roman — 
Catholic Church. This claim.is no doubt trae, but it isalso 
equally true that in a very important sense the Roman 
Catholic Church has done much to preyent the spread of 
learning. If she fostered the spark of learning, she has — 
stifled the flame of science and the spirit of inquiry. You all 
know the treatment which Galileo received from the hands ~ 
of the Inquisition for asserting that the Earth moved round — 
the sun, since such a statement involved what seemed to 
be acontradiction of the Bible. Men who pursued scientific — 
studies in the middle ages were certain to be suspected _ 
of practising Aoresey; and were fortunate if they did not 
suffer a sorcerer’s fate. How then is it that Huropeans, x 
who borrowed most of their science from contact with ~ 
have, in spite of such obstacles to contend against, ae 
us so far behind that we have now everything to leam | a 
from them? The causes are to be found first of all in ; 
spread of knowledge by the introduction of P. 
and secondly in the Reformation, which : 
eae 
















| With us it has been different. reg oa 





fanaticism. Our religio 
eh a religion, be the 
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heir power. But, ‘I maintain, this is not 








ed by Mahomed. There is nothing in 
: stify the compulsory conversion of unbe- 
lie ak lam. The essence of Mahomedanism is 
1 nce towards those of a different creed. “ For his 
f[ he must be answerable to God himself.” If we 
att 0 be true Mahomedans, and live up to the spirit 

i teaching of our prophet, we must discard the tradi- 
tions which have grown up in the course of centuries; 
_ wo must sweep away the superstitions which haye crept 
into our ‘religion, and go back to the pure fount of the 
- Koran. ‘The world does go round the sun in spite of the 
~ Inquisition having insisted upon Galileo's recantation of 
Ais assortion. No sane man any longer believes that the 
earth i is flat, and geology has taught us that thousands 
9 of years were required to bring about the formation of 
_ the world. I wish to distinguish here between the exact 
. and the speculative sciences, Between religion, and espe- 
cially ou religion, and the former, there should be no 
i ii dei but between all religions and the latter, there 







os i Now, gentlemen, I go further, and say that education 
‘ossential to the maintenance of our religion. The Koran 
reality the ground-stone and foundation of the whole 
of Arabic learning ; even should nothing of Arabic litera- 
_ ture remain except the Koran, so would this alone be 
ient to enable its scholars to form the highest opinion 

of its and Mahomed’s genius; in the same way as if noth- 
ing vomained ‘of Hebrew writings except those of the 
ets, they would suffice to make us properly value 

‘ Hebrew poetry and literature, Properly Speaking the 
en Js the commencement of Arabic literature. Tt 


arts Ors “every snipes” to be given to learning, 














Prophet are the men of learning and reform, ‘and theref 










The sie himeolt any ne The learned are 
of the Prophet. (2) | Those’ ‘nearest to the 


‘the Moslim calis the War of swords the small, ‘but the 
war of Science the great holy war. (3) At ‘the day of ¢ 
Resurrection, the ink of the learned will be equal to fl 


blood of the martyrs. (4) At the day of Resurrection | 


three will be allowed to intercede: the Prophets, the 


learned, and the blood witnesses, (5) Learning is” equal a 


in yalue with fasting, aud teaching with praying. 


It is the neglect of education that has mainly poole 
about the degradation of our people, and it is only by the 
cultivation of learning that we can hope to recover as i 

nation the position which we have lost. Jt is maintained 
by some of our writers that when the millennium takes 
place the natural course of things will be changed, and. the 
sun, instead of rising in the East, will rise in the West, 
Tam not prepared to state that the millennium has already — 
set in, but this I am certain of, that the sun of.] 


which formerly rose in the East. has set, and has now risen ; 


in the West. It is this sun that I ask you to pay cou 
to; drink in its light and gladden yourselves in its b 
let this Teaven’s light be your guide, and in this way 
will you become better followers of the Prophet, 


subjects of the great Empress who rules over us, a and 


better fitted to fill the position which your nataral ca 
bilities and the glorious traditions of your race’ 
to fill. Whilst all around we see the Mahomed 





that i in India, at all events, the be abooboan 
arte Rosaswed of — a their yee. ; 
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is om Bpopien ‘nations, | and now et wish to examine 
er the same causes as existed among the European 
also existed among the Mahomedans, and if so why 

| not ine the same results. 


4 number ; they were the Reformation, the ht of Baintiat 
and Good Government. The greatest of these was undoubt- 
edly the Reformation, which produced a revolution in the 
thoughts of men. This revolution was spread by means of 

Printing Press, which at the same time was made use of 
dea diffusion of learning of all kinds. The 


nl amongst us Be aadsan. This great movement 
“sale on the ch of the people against the tyranny 
During the first few cen- 

; oeibtian 0 era the disciples of this faith were 

y content to © missionaries and martyrs. With the fall of the 
Western Empire of Rome, a gradual change took place. 
Bishops of Rome assumed for themselves spiritual 

ce, andas their missionaries gradually converted 

hen nations to Christianity this predomin- 

. claimed in worldly matters, The Bishops 

pes and asserting themselves to bethe Tepresent- 

ipon earth, demanded submission from the 


_ This submission was paid in a greater 


by all] European monarchs, and the extent of 


a ees may be anthored from the best 


that: a ‘eons: Emperor held the Pepain. stirry; 


mounted his horse, and had to kneel before him 


_in order to obtain his forgiveness. — ‘So admirable ie 


organization of the Church during the middle ages that 
had its servants in every country. The Church y 

only repository of learning. Priests were found in 

office. Not only did they look after the souls of | the p 

but they were also the historians, the eopyists, the doc 

the chemists, the lawyers, the statesmen, and in 80! oa 
cases the generals commanding and leading the armies, 
All learning was confined to the Clergy, and education } was 


allowed to be published in a dead language, unknown’ to es 
99 out of a hundred of the people, so that the masses were 
dependent on the priests for all their knowledge. ‘of the 
faith which they possessed. PIN SSN ie, 


The discipline of the Church was a stern and rigid one. 


‘subject to Church tradition. The Bible itself was only, g | 


Men had not only to act as the Church directed, but also 


to think as she thought. Disobedience was met by excom- - 


munication, and so terrible was this punishment, ‘that even 


ae 
kings did not dare to render themselves and their pace 


liable to this awful curse. But together with 
power there existed a terrible amount of corrnptin: : 

saw this with their own eyes, and heard tales of similar 

of power from their neighbours. In the meantime the art 
of printing spread amongst the people new ‘hen 
protests against the tyranny of the Church. The r 

this was the Reformation, which — ne 



















agoa ae 
fentraod: etitilar: to that which | a 
Whereas in. Europe the priests 
inet from the Baan: working pets for 






ne moulvis and preachers favs scarcely ever 
ised an leas eo the eh or — from 























r nation. veg Aes Shins me y was dthivers 
of the establishment of a Priesthood. Amongst ny 
the belief was maintained that tho Imam or 
representative of the Prophet was the temporal 
o and spiritual head of Islam. But this was a mero belief, 
‘not an actual fact. Out of the 12 Imams who are supposed 
_ to have followed the Prophet in unbroken succession, only 
eh 8 first (Ali) exercised for a brief time temporal as well 
as spiritual authority. The others were all Pretenders, 
and the claims which their followers put forward were con- 
a tested with the greatest energy, and led to innumerable 
_ conflicts, and to the shedding of rivers of blood. The twelfth 
Es im eventually disappeared, and is now supposed to be 
g in some mountain cave, from which he will some day 
geand appear as the Mahdi. In the absence therefore 
ominating Priesthood there existed amongst us no 
Sina for a Reformation such as was needed in Europe. 
lous affairs in the West were somewhat similar to the 

db an r of an-engine which is furnished with no safety valve 
d with no escape for the steam. Tho fire beneath the 
ler went on generating steam for nearly a thousand | years, 
the boiler was no longer strong enough to keep the 

n in control. | ; The consequence was an explosion, with 
u disastrous to the boiler. In Mahomedanism, how- 
 numberless tribes and sects furnished us with ee 


6 0 ate hate as on ‘nlnor Pring of doc 














to. From the commencement all Mahomedans elai ed the 





¥ helped us in our progress towards civilisation, me 


of such books, however, had esi a 





right of liberty of interpretation, and the right one claimed — 
for himself he was of course bound to concede to nm 


As regards printing, it is greatly to be regretted ae 
the art was not adopted in Mahomedan countries untila 
very late period, when their power was actually dying out, - 


and was even then made use of not as a means of ss 










new thoughts and new ideas, but for the purpose of repro-— es 
ducing old works and religious books, Nor was it possible 

to reproduce the best of these. It must always be remem- ee | 
bered that in spite of the enormons progress made ix | 
Mahomedans in the early centuries of their power, learning — 
has never been popular amongst them as a nation, and 
science only flourished when there happened to be a ruler — 7 
willing to protect it, A man who attempted to write. about ; 
any subject other than the Koran was looked upon by the 
people as a Kafir or unbelieyer, and many of the works — 
of our best authors disappeared and the writers were 


denounced and banished as heretics, ; tay ORD a ae 















Such being the caso it followed that cue Printing vi 
made use of, only those books were reproduced, " 
the orthodoxy of which there was no dispute. Bones o th 
‘ave childish in the extreme, and it may well be 

possible good can be done to education by repuli 
bac in which it is gravely stated that the earth is “sup 
ed on the horns of a cow, and that earthquakes : are 
by the cow shifting the weight from one horn to ives 
There are only three ways in which printing coul b 


rh 


oks of 0 
1) By reprinting old bo righ 
2 encouraged freedom of investigation i 
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nguage ‘ Dette 4 Abbaside Hada and under 
Spain, this as you ere was very pa done, 









cripts, which were eagerly re or ree the 
1e day. But this practice had fallen into dis- 
se ong before the introduction of printing. Such transla- 
ame to be regarded as heretical, and the memory 
‘ther Was held i in execration. In this way the Mahome. tig 
s have been eprived of any knowledge of the best works , y 
"of their own authors, as also of those of other nations, (3) aes 

By the diffusion of new thoughts and ideas but, alas! until 




















isted. Wiis Miahomneden + dinhiom had become deer aitypedias as 
egards its knowledge. Only a small portion of that which 
was a thou id years old was worth learning ; whatever was 
Tew was unorthodox. Of late years certainly a move in a 
“ne SN fe opposite direction has been made, and I may cite Sir Sire 
we _Alined’s periodical Fazibul Akhick, to which I have had 
.F honon of contributing, as one example. The institution of 
Aligarh is another, and it has beon demonstrated there that 
= possible to train up young men as good Mahomedans, 
h the same time instruct them in modern science. The 
; thes Sof new ideas Which has taken place of late years 
u On all sides it is felt that 
ange is impending. We are as it were at that time of 
in the season is changing. ‘The N, ‘E Monsoon y 
$8. W. Monsoon has not yet sef in, though 
the clouds banking up, and the sky over- : 
and ideas are not now accepted by the 










* ~ which will gain the victory? If the former preva 

; ultimate extinction of our race from amongst. 
nations is inevitable, but if the latter gain the 
a oe hope for us a sie asa people: 








toa xerpasic of the olde ae ‘present there 
only two courses open, either to uphold the su ‘ition 
and traditions of the past, or to reject them on irely and 
adopt only the new ideas, The student of modern s eek 
rejects with contempt a book which teaches that the world ses 
rests on the horn of a cow, although the book has the odour 
of orthodoxy. If that is orthodox, he says, then so much 
the worse for orthodoxy. But neither of these courses is to 
be commended. What we want is a sehool combining both, 
in which, in the same manner as an analysing chemist 
separates the different ingredients of which a compound s 
formed, the wheat may be separated from the chaff, : 
truth from the eee What we want is that. ancient 
































sparta “But hitherto aber has been no oveasion for ie 
Such study leads to no advancement, and carries with ‘tno bo 
worldly een In former ats Livi were fami 


lived for fond ning, and found i in the rete of of kn 
their only reward. Such families, oe 
become extinct. ‘Times have changed, and they erage mS 
involved in ruin. It is towards such a combination. me 
study that Sir Syed Ahmed’s movement is tending, a x 
whether it will end in success or failure is more han Dean 
say. The struggle is between ancient ee 

bigotry and modern enlightenment, and the 


a he thind cause which I have. assigned = 
of tha Earopote nations is fag vera 

















t abso ita ‘power. Good government. i is ths 
To two. Good government can only be estab- 
e there h as been an experience of what is bad, 
» there is combined action of wid De to gain 





Kings ‘a Rulers aaddatout to restrain. Now 
rent countries of Europe there have existed from 
nes every variety of government. Monarchics, 
Imperialism and Anarchy have succeeded each 
r, to be followed again by Monarchy, Revolution, Civil 
‘Repuiblie and Constitutional Government. Amidst 
Il these changes each nation has been able to choose for 
the form of Gore ernment wea suited to its own tastes, 





“perience “Tike that of akdpe. With us Rulers, Kings, 
f and dynasties may have changed, but our system of 
Be ‘government has always remained the same. That 
system is one of absolute despotism. On the will of the 















olitical intelligence. I think I may say with truth 





Mahomedans had no experience of what good govern- 

“It is true that we have not taken advan- 
he benefit offered usin the same way as other 
ies in India have, but compare the state of our 
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er J Mahomedan countries, as in Afghanistan, 


eluchi cae &e. + Wolds in any of ‘these 


ee isno check, except his conscience and his. 


until we were brought into contact with the British - 


India as regards education and civilization 
















- library, and since that time there have been many similar 


ibrary of his predecessor Hakim II. ; Mahmoud 
























have now the honour to address?’ There iter been, 
several other causes at work, especially during 
two centuries, which have led to our decline as a nation 


a 
2] ie: 
Two of those reasons, which from the earliest periods 


of Mahomedan history have tended to preyent the Sp. 

of education, now no longer exist. These are relig us 
prejudice, and absence of necessity. From the earliest 
times there has been a strong religious prejudice against 
the acquisition of foreign learning. It. is true that our 
history can show a brilliant list of literary men, but their 
labours were carried on under great difficulties, By the 
orthodox they were regarded with suspicion as Katfirs, and 
they generally owed their safety only to the protection and 
patronage of the sovereign. This, however, was not always 
extended, and though at one time there might be an on- : 
lightened ruler under whom learning would flourish, he. aa 
was often succeeded by a Prince who was full of religions: ¥ 
prejudice and bigotry. Eyen at Cordoya the Professors 
of learning had to undergo religious eA and the — 
great Abucena himself was accused of infidelity. 


Not only were learned men persecuted, but froin tin ae 
to time other endeavours were made to check the spread 
of learning. Omar ordered the burning of the Alexandri 


cases of burning. Sixty years after the death of Cle 
Manun (one of the greatest patrons of leaning 
Motadidbillah ordered not only the astronomers, — ‘ 
gers, philosophers, and writers of fairy tales to be ban : 
a but their books to be burnt. Even Almansor, 
Vizier of Hisham IL. of Cordova, at an early s' 
career, in order to gain over the fanatics, made e 
fire of all the philosophical and astronomical works 


eer! of India, burnt 60 loads of philosophial 
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Kafir and infidel. My friends forsook me 
tions would not eat with me. That opposition was 
ome of this prejudice, but it has now ceased, an 
it, T beliey 8, has ceased the prejudice, The reason 
is that we have at last opened our eyes to the fact 
nite and cire umstances have — ed. bine > 2 






















nder the dy nasty of the Mubwa: 
mances and igea tales vival ene, 






er times and up to “tie Mutiny ‘ila oxbatil no pacers 
for Mahomedans to devote themselves to study. A Maho- 
medan had but two ways of earning his livelihood : employ- 
ment under Government or subsistence on the bounty of 
others. Trade, commerce, agriculture were looked upon 
with contempt, and the Mahomedan who could not ‘obtain a 
Civil or a Military appointment was generally able to secure i 
a mansab or a pension either from the Government itself or i 
from one of the nobles. Eyen after the arrival ‘of the 

English this state of things continued. In order 1 to” - e 
tain the necessary connection between the Governors and an 


























\ Ie the unthankful. Sura ay verse 33, says, 
of ee wish to quench the Light of God with their mouths, 
Bye God! he: will finish his w ak, even though the unbeliev. 
_ ers may struggle against it.” . Unbelief is the covering or 
ve the darkening of the 2 light, and in consequence ingratitude. 
Although this light in the Koran refers apparently to re- 

















oe i 4 meer: ato, eeerding tetany learnod mon, refers, the governed, it was absolutely necessary for the | English | Kei 
haat ee er geet XRTY., 36. vores), ono of to employ Mahomedans, An educational qualification was * Ne - 
‘ the holiest texts in the Koran, mm, the light of Reason and not required, and all that was necessary was birth, Sra ie 






Those Mahomedans therefore who oppose 


tion, or influence. It is true that the posts thus’ obtained — 
and education nay be said in zeal to be Kets 


were chiefly subordinate ones, but the officials then were — 
not restrained by the same feclings of public morality as are - 
in force at present. A subordinate official of the early days ay 
of this century made as large-an income from illegal gratifi- , 
cations as the Collector of a district does now pe eae 
regular salary. When therefore it was so easy to. obtain | 2 
employment without qualification what necessity | was there nee 
for the Mahomedan to conquer his prejudice agi 18 
acquisition of ‘foreign learning } Buta gradual € satis 
"taking place in favour of scons an a on, ay 
wheu at last, after the Mutiny, the whole ia 












; Piped Kafirs or hiders of the Bans But this 
ae is ee not only is actual persecution, 


eee had to hie against immense 
‘iol well remember how, when twenty years 
Sir Sye Ahmed, en eavoured to start that 
d those who supported him. we @ opposed 
that 4 bana cuit was. Sila as a 


Silly ~ 


“ments was altered, Mahomedans found that. 
ro taken pelea: ‘them. + 






- tea 











eat a wee tg 
“quality: f ‘the higher Cory and. the b 
‘Chis is ‘mainly owing to our poverty. This. “poverty is d 
ar our fault. Our tastes’ aye: for were and 1 
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ates. - The Mintiny tc too iba made a considerable change 
in the circumstances of the native States. Until this took 
: place, it was still possible for Mahomedans ‘to obtain man- 
sabs and pensions under native Governments or noblemen. 
_ This, however, has now been greatly changed, and Hydera- 
bad is probably the only native State where there is a 
yegularly organized system of mansabs and pensions, which, 
however, are not bestowed on Mahomedans exclusively, but 
also on Hindus, Europeans, and Eurasians. These two 
sources of maintenance having therefore been taken away, 
namely Government employ and subsistence on the bounty 
‘of others, we have arrived at the conclusion that if we are 
to be helped we must help ourselves. It is this feeling, no 
doubt, that has led to the breaking down of the prejudice 
against European education, but the change has taken place 
very late in the day. Whilst we have been waiting and 
wondering why we were excluded, the other races in India 
have eagerly taken advantage of the educational opportuni- 
ties offered to them ; still however it is not too late, and the 




















Mahomedans to qualify themselves for public service and to 
Baie the advantages of a European education. 





But whilst toc causes which prevented the cultivation 
of modern learning have disappeared, two other causes 
which prevent Mahomedans from taking advantage of the 

pportunities offered them have arisen. The first of these 
“1s ow poverty. Statistics show that by far the majority 
of ‘Midhomedan boys attend the lower schools, and do not 


a 
* : 
ee will still continue to save vicnioagih money se 
















_ work, which more than anything tends to prevent the spread — 


Aligarh Institution proves that it is still possible for - 


{his a struggle of intellect, and in this we ms 












school and to give him an education up to ‘the 
standards. This self-denial we do not as a nation pos 
We have been so long accustomed to power and weillilt- 
that the feeling has become almost hereditary that there is 
no object to be gained in saving. As long as we had the jee 
power and wealth we were too proud to gain the education sh 
which it could purchase. Now that the power and wealth 
have gone, a large number have not the means to pay for i 
that education, and the remainder are unwilling to deny 
themselves those pleasures and comforts to which they have | 
become accustomed. ‘There is, however, another cause at 








‘of Education amongst Mahomedans. It is our national —— 
curse, and it is Idleness and Apathy. ‘The viee has become 
a hereditary one, and in a yast number of cases is, se 
the only heritage which is handed down from father to s 
We have got to look upon our reduced and degraded s 
ag our fate, and submit to it without a murmur congleie : 
We do not attempt to raise ourselves by our 
Tf the matter were merely one of bodily strength, of 
and muscles, no donbt we should be able to ido 
against any one. But the present matter is a di 
























te. It is one of the laws of nature that n! 
ich has been ga by | 











the use of their eyes, and the power 
cordingly passed away. Now owing to the 
I have endeavoured to show, we have for gen- 










; consequence is that our intellectual 
-atro} | d declined, and now when we want j 
> use of it we find that it is not easy for us to do 80. 
er, ‘noreason why we should throw up the 
d give up the struggle. We are now somewhat 
the same position as were the Jews under the Prophet 





















the patient ‘Moses himself, for one act of hastiness and 
was only allowed a distant view. A new generation 
_ néw leader had to arise, in which there was no 
of disobedience and rebellion, and then only 
ywed to enter the land of promise. It is so 
We want is a new generation, in which the 
e and apathy is replaced by one of energy 
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opportunities for this education 4 The institution | 
is the only one of its kind in India, and even 
self-supporting. Vere it not for the liberal gran’ 
the Governments of India and Hyderabad 
would long ago have had to be closed ; and 
there is frequently a deficit, What ! There are 41 
of Mahomedans in India, and only one incomplete am 
dowed college where young Mahomedans can rec 
education which will qualify them for the requireme 
the present age ! There are, no doubt, Mahomedan s 
in almost every town, but the education imparted there is ¢ 
a most elementary character. There are also open to Mahi 
medans, as well as to other nationalities, the schools whic 
‘have been founded by Government and the educational ir 
tutions condueted by missionaries. But look at the statistic 
and see the proportion of Mahomedans attending these 
- schools and colleges as compared with the Hindus, and then 
it is easy to guess why we Mahomedans have — 
left behind, beaten by our countrymen. Like the man i 
my story, we have been too idle, or too proud if you like, 
lift our hands to thrust away the flies, and yet we ery out 
; es 
“Help me ! for the love of God!” We should be very ¢ 
to get our share of the loaves and fishes that fal 
of others, but we do little or nothing towards obtai 
Not only do we not provide money for the es 
institutions exclusively Mahomedan, but we wy 
our sons to the institutions which do exist. Th 
which we show in making any effort reminds me 
story. - A man was travelling on foot for a long dis 


















































































Waa f Dina , 
ake # asked the soeond one, —" ie 
Juwrex.” * Then if you are so fond ee, he 
nos give hin some of your own bread hig "ad 
om starving f “1 am fond enough of i 
Was epiy, “to weep forhim if he dies, but Tam not fond 
enoughof him to give him my own bread. Ithas always been 
- at my dog should eat the bread given by other 
peop! Until we get rid of this fecling of neglect of mod- 
ts ern: learning the Mahomedans will continue to oceupy the 
gomparatively degraded position in which they are at pre- 


sent. During the early.years of our brilliant and rapid rise 
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torpower, one of the greatest glories of our rule was the en- 
couragement given to the arts and sciences, and from the 
; time we commenced to neglect them dates our decline and 
‘the advance of other nations, In the -Aligarh institution 
hereare now some three hundred of you enjoying the bene- 
are modern education. Each one of you should look up- 
a on himself an a missionary in the cause of education, and 
i. cag the time comes for him to leave this college and to re- 
ir tohis native town, he should endeavour to stir up 

gst others of his fellow countrymen, a desire for ddinter 
arning. Three hundred earnest young men, sent 
tically to.all., parts of India, may, in course of Pins 
do Brent things towards the regeneration of cic 

ee Let each of you hand on to others the torch 
) Placed in your hands, Do not let the flame die 
‘it well nourished and burning brightly, so that 

} ‘ton caused by thousands 
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dans of India may be divided into two cla 
small one, of wealthy noblemen, and the 
nearly nine-tenths of our co-relig ; 
of miserable poverty. For the first of t 
is, I fear, no hope. The old traditions — 
pride, and indolence are too deeply rooted. 
their wealth as sufficient, and education as” 
They have no society in which to mix. Their 
are retainers or servants, and oceasionally a few 
panions.’ Their time with these persons is spent 
talk. Their home life is even worse. If aman has” 
than one wife his time is probably occupied - 
their quarrels. With one pulling at his be 
direction, and the other similarly pulling in | 
only thing for him to do is to make an ig 
If he has but one wife he can certainly 
with her, But what then? They have 
mon. Either he is better educated than 
ease there is no subject on which they can 
else they are both ignorant and there is nothi 
can talk about. Toa man in this position t 
two courses open : either to become a recluse 
time in a mosque, absorbed in the cont 
vanities of this world, and revelling in # 
him amongst a crowd of houris in the n 
refuge in the society of i 
he can find amusement, and enjoy 
and music. ‘This is the reason 
come an institution in India. 


ons 









level of p 
rm can be hoped for. But at present if the rich 
j re for Education, the poor are unable to afford it, 
_ except in the lower stages. It is said that the sheep which 

: from India to Afghanistan are of two kinds, either 
‘out entirely from the effects of the climate, or else 

‘their old fleece and acquire another hetier suited 
‘cold. Itis so with us Mahomedans. Fither we 
must d out entirely, or else we must acquire other habits 
es of energy and work, adapted to the times and circumstances 

i we live. Poverty may have the effect of introduc- 
is much needed change. Some at least will arouse 
s , shake off their sloth and apathy, acquire habits 
l-denial and work, and so raise themselves and their 
from the degraded state in which they now are. 
wheel is at its lowest it begins to rise, and at 
seems to me that our only hope lies in our poverty. 

mai nk apply entirely to the Mahomedans of pure 
those descended from Arabs, Afghans and Moguls, 
the pride of birth and ancestry. There are 
of Mahomedans in India, not of pure blood, 
vn qualities very different from those I have 
‘Southern India, especially, we find that from 
) Cuddalore, almost the whole of the seaborne 
ds of Mahomedans who came originally 

They are the principal’ merchants, and 

“command their own vessels. On the 
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homedan descendants of Hindus. These pe 
an extonsive trade in grain and hides, and a1 
for a fresh adventure or a new speculation. — 
we have the Khojahs and other Mah 
indigenous races, who show the same pushing § 
mercial enterprise. . It is true that these classes d 
much for education, but as regards commer 
tion of wealth they hold their own with others. 
homedans of pure descent only possessed the 
energy, 1 should not feel so despondent regarding 
as I do at present. 

























But though I plead so strongly for the Future when ] 
back or the Past, and regard what is now going 
Present, a feeling of despair comes over me that my 
spoken in vain. To meit seems that as a nation ant 
we are dying out ; our day is past, and we ha 
hope in the future. [t reminds me of the story 
man who went to consult a Doctor. “ Doctor, ” 
cannot sleep!” “ That is owing to old age, ” 
swer. “Lcannot walk well :” Oldage.” “ My 
gone.” “ Old age.” © My sight is failing and 
deaf—all due toold age.” “ What! ” exch ; 
in a rage, “can you do nothing to help me, alt 
« old age,” “old age” t “ Your being angry 
old age, ” was the reply. Our body, as @ nat 
out by the diseases which have ravaged it 
or four hundred years. Small com r 
chronic and deeply-rooted diseases: 







































